“Stick To The Routes”
The RED shaded areas indicate the designated routes for snowmobilers through
the town of Athabasca.
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Failure to obey designated route:
- First Offence:
$200.00
- Second Offence: $400.00
Obey direction of Police Ofﬁcer.
No Insurance is a $2875.00 ﬁne.
Riders should have registration.
Riders should have a drivers license.
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The rider must have a properly registered and insured machine.
The driver must be at least 14 years of age to operate a machine independently.
A person younger than 14 years of age must be accompanied by an adult, or supervised
closely while receiving instruction.
An operator of a snowmobile must produce insurance and registration when requested to
do so by an enforcement or peace ofﬁcer.
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Sledding to the Rescue
Emergency Tips
1. Always assume an emergency will occur and
be prepared for a potential crisis.
prepared you are.
3. Inspect your equipment and emergency kit
before you leave on every snowmobiling trip.
4. Ensure that a reliable person knows where
will return. The latter is especially important
since time is critical in the event of an injury,
particularly in a cold environment.
5. If you are caught in the cold and unable to

C o v e r

walk out of the area by dark, these tips will
help you survive a night in the woods:
6. Care for personal injuries immediately. Even a
minor looking injury may be critical.
7. Find protection from the elements. Use trees,
snow banks, a cave, or even your snowmobile
for shelter form the weather. If possible,
construct a lean-to from branches, a blanket
and any extra clothing that is available.
8. Anything to help block the wind, preferably
bright in colour, should be used.

9. Start a fire to help keep you warm, as well as
signal others to where you are located.
10. Locate food and water but remember that
water is priority over food. Your primary
objective is to find enough water and food to
survive the first night.
11. Snow may be melted for water.
12. Stay where you are. It will be easier for people
to find you if you remain in one location. Know
your ground to air rescue signals in order to
aid your rescue.
13. Think about your situation clearly and use the
STOP method.
• Sit down and try to rest and relax. You need
your strength.
• Think of your total situation and evaluate it
carefully.
• Observe your surroundings and take
inventory of equipment.

Trail Map

Basic snowmobiling equipment and survival gear
to bring along would include flashlight, candles,
tool kit, pocket knife, first aid kit, strobe, radio or
cell, high energy food/drinks, tow rope, waterproof
matches, extra batteries, extra key, ax and saw,
mirror/reflective material, thermal blanket, spark
drive belt and spark plugs.
Ensure you have a map and compass, extra mitts
& socks, extra boot liners, flares, metal cup or pot
along with extra fuel.
Pack smart and check your snowmobile gear and
tools each time before you head out.
Always file your travel plans with family and friends
to let them know where you are planning on going
and when you will return.

Snowmobile safety is about more than promoting
safe riding. The key to responsible operation is
knowing your machine, your abilities and skill
level and being aware of the dangers of the sport.
Snowmobile safety is about encouraging sledders,
both novice and expert, to put safety into action.
Follow the rules ...
• Laws governing the operation of a snowmobile
differ for private and public property in Alberta know and obey them.
• Register and insure your machine.

• Plan a logical course of action and begin to
follow your plan.
14. Make a wise investment and enroll in a winter
survival course.
15. Sled Smart—Arrive Alive.

Safe Snowmobiling means…
• Following basic safety rules and exercising
common sense.
• Riding with care and caution.
• Staying on trails and areas where snowmobiles
are permitted and respecting the land.
• Operating at safe and reasonable speeds.
• Wearing a snowmobile safety certified helmet
and proper clothing.
• Using a buddy system.
• Watching for potential hazards when traveling in
mountains or on unfamiliar terrain.
• Avoiding alcohol and drugs - before and during the ride.
• Taking basic training, including avalanche safety
courses.
Plan Ahead …
•
•
•

Tell someone your route, plans and when you
expect to be back.
Arrange to sled with a buddy or in a group don’t travel alone.
Get permission to ride on private land.

Before you start …
• Do a pre-start safety inspection BEFORE you
turn on the ignition of your machine and ensure
you have the basic equipment necessary to be
safe.
• Take the time to complete the maintenance and
basic equipment checklist listed here before you
venture out.

The Athabasca River Runners (ARR)
Snowmobile Club has developed a network
of trails on the west side of Baptiste Lake;
which can complement the Trans Canadian
Trail (TCT) as well as break off into many
other less travelled routes. The TCT has been
laid out with directional signs starting at
the ARR Snowmobile Clubhouse at the west
edge of Athabasca near the river; and travels
west along HWY 2 and then into a lovely
combination of Aspen, Pine, and Spruce
forest. The TCT connects with the ARR
Baptiste Lake Trail System at the Kuzyk warm
up cabin as well as the Westlock, Barrhead,
and Swan Hills trails.

Snowmobile Maintenance Checklist:
• Steering system - be certain the handlebar
works freely and turns both ways.
• Throttle - be sure it returns freely to the idle or
closed position.
• Brake controls - be sure they don’t stick or bind.
• Sliders - check for wear and alignment.
• Track - be sure it turns freely and is free of ice,
snow or other foreign objects.
• Windshield - check for damages and replace it if
it is cracked.
• Headlights/taillights - are they working and clear
of snow.
• Fuel and oil supplies - ensure you have adequate
supplies.
Basic Equipment Checklist:
• Clothing (numerous layers) to stay warm and dry
in
• all weather and temperature conditions.
• Certified snowmobile helmet.
Storage compartment gear:
• First aid kit: bandages, micropore tape, gauze
pads, roll gauze, antibiotic ointment, wet wipes,
alcohol wipes, pain reliever, razor knife, scissors
and tweezers, latex gloves.
•

Survival kit: extra key, pocket knife, nylon tow
rope, map and compass, high energy food,
space blanket, flares, flashlight, matches, mirror/
reflective material, shovel, transceiver and
probe, radio/cell phone, candles.

•

Tool kit: screwdriver, pliers, wrenches, rags, litter
bags, electrical/duct tape, starter cord, spark
plugs, spark plug socket, drive belt.

ALWAYS REMEMBER TO CARRY YOUR SLED REGISTRATION AND INSURANCE DOCUMENTS.

Athabasca
River Runners

BAPTISTE LAKE TRAIL
SYSTEM WEST

2. Your survival could depend upon how well

you are planning on going and when you

Planning for your ride is always an important factor
in making your trip a success. Whether you’re going
for the afternoon, the day, or camping overnight,
make sure you have everything you need.

Get to know your riding area by:
• talking to local people in the area
• discussing safe routes with other snowmobilers
• obtaining a local map
• joining a snowmobile club
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by staying in the designated routes.

It’s the Law

HOME
HARDWARE

Hi g

2

51st Street

49th Ave.

way

FIRE HALL

48th Ave.

Hi gh

52nd Street

B A S C A R I V ER
AT HA

KAL TIRE

To River Runners
Clubhouse
Highway 2 West

50th Ave.

CAR WASH

CABINS
BY THE
RIVER

Planning a Snowmobile Trip

firewood, and picnic tables throughout the
network of interesting locations.
From the staging area west of Baptiste Lake,
the Spotted Horse Lake Island rest area is
approximately 30 km away. It is 15 km to the
September Lake rest area.
Grassy Lake rest area is 13 km from the
staging area; and the Kuzyk warm up cabin
is 12 km away. From the Kuzyk cabin to a
beautiful rest area at the far west end of
Banana Lake is 19 km.
The Bilsky Loop, south of the TCT is 45 km and
intersects with many other trails in a charming
variety of terrain.

The ARR Baptiste Lake System, which is also
very well signed, can be used to arrive at a
single destination or to explore various loops
amongst frozen creeks, ponds, lakes, and
forest. There are a multitude of intersections
with unmarked trails that are also enjoyable
to explore.
Another access point to the Baptiste Lake
System is the new staging area 4 km west of
the middle of Baptiste Lake. This trail system
has a scattering of rest points with firepits,

“PLEASE PURCHASE AN ASA TRAIL PASS”

Why Purchase a
Membership?
What the Athabasca River
Runners Do…
•
•
•
•
•

Fund Raisers
Poker Rallies
Grooming Trails
Maintain Rest Areas
Maintain Club House

• Community Enhancement
For more information or to purchase
a membership, contact one of the
following Athabasca River Runner
representatives.

Nolon Loitz —

780–675–2032
nloitz@mcsnet.ca

Jim Olson —

780–689–1110
olsonjl@telus.net

Dave Bilsky —

780–689–8074
bil3229@telus.net

